South Annville Township, Lebanon County, Authority

829 South Spruce Street 
Annville, Pennsylvania  17003

March 31, 2011

Subject:  Status Update on Public Sewer Project

Dear Neighbors and Future Sewer Customers:


This is the first of several letters you will receive this year to inform you about the public sewer project which is now moving forward after more than 20 years of planning.
The South Annville Township Authority signed papers accepting a $1,036,689 grant and a $3,795,679 loan (20 years at 1% interest rate) from Pennvest on March 3, 2011.   The contractor for the project will be Marks Contracting, Ltd. of Lebanon.   

The project will take about one full year to build.   We expect the contractor to start drilling and blasting the trenches for the sewer lines sometime in April, and then begin excavation for new sewer lines sometime in May.   Because of the predominance of limestone bedrock in this area, Marks will be contracting with an expert blasting company J. Roy’s Inc. from Berks County.  Blasting will occur early in the project.   

Because of the potential for shaking and jarring which could affect structures in the vicinity of the blasting work, the contractor is required to provide a large amount of insurance coverage.  As part of the insurance program, J. Roy’s has engaged an expert blasting engineer who will offer free inspections to all the residences in the project area.  The blasting engineer is:    

Heath Hines
Vibra-Tech Engineers, Inc.
109 East First Street
Hazleton, PA 18201.
800-233-6181
http://www.geosonicsvibratech.com/inspection/pre-blast-inspections.html
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These free, pre-blasting property inspections will form the basis of any claims which you might have later for damage which occurred to your house as a result of the blasting work.  You are strongly encouraged to take advantage of this free pre-blasting inspection service. It will be invaluable to you to make a successful claim at a later date.  

At this time, we do not yet have information to share with you about the tapping fees, the annual sewer bill, or your costs of connection.   This information will be provided to you in another letter sent to you later this year.
In the meantime, if you have questions about the sewer project, you can send a letter to the Authority and we will respond to you in a timely manner.  Additionally, the Authority holds monthly meetings on the first Wednesday of each month at the township Community Building in Fontana, beginning at    

6:30 pm.       For more pressing questions, you can contact the Authority engineer Jeff Steckbeck at (717) 272-7110, extension 101.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

Roy Meyer
South Annville Township Authority
Chairman

